
 

 

How To Enroll In The Medicare 
Prescription Drug Plan 
By Amy Kennedy 

 

Beginning in January 2006 Medicare began offering insurance coverage for 

prescription drugs through Medicare prescription drug plans. Insurance 

companies and private providers are working with Medicare to make the plans 

available to all those who are eligible. The plans are designed to help seniors 

save money on prescription drug costs. 

 

There are two basic ways to get Medicare drug coverage. You may add drug 

coverage to your traditional Medicare Part A or Part B plan through a “stand 

alone” prescription drug plan or you can get drug coverage along with medical 

care through a Medicare Advantage plan like an HMO or PPO. You should 

choose a plan that works best for you considering the cost, coverage, and 

convenience.  

 

If you currently have Part A or Part B coverage, you are eligible to join a 

Medicare prescription drug plan between November 15, 2005 and May 15, 2006. 

If you joined by December 31, 2005, your coverage began on January 1, 2006. If 

you join later your coverage becomes effective the first day of the month after the 

month you join. If you join a plan after May 15,2006, you will pay a higher 

premium. 

 

Study your current health insurance coverage and your current out-of-pocket 

costs for buying drugs. Make a list of all the drugs you use, the dosage, and cost 

of each prescription. Different Medicare plans will cover different drugs, so your 

list can help you choose the plan that best meets your needs.  

 



 

 

Even if you don’t take many drugs now, you should consider joining. As most 

people age, they need an increasing number of prescriptions to stay healthy. 

Joining a Medicare drug plan now means you will pay a lower monthly premium 

than if you join later. 

 

The Medicare Prescription Drug Plan involves paying a monthly premium and a 

yearly deductible. You will also pay a co-payment for the cost of your 

prescriptions. Your costs will vary depending which drug plan you choose. You 

could pay around $40 a month with a deductible up to $250, but some plans offer 

more coverage and additional drugs for a higher monthly premium. If you have 

limited income and qualify for additional help you may not be required to pay a 

premium or deductible.  

 

Those currently enrolled in Medicare received a handbook in the mail called 

“Medicare & You 2006.” It lists the Medicare prescription drug plans available in 

each area. The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services also offers an online 

resource at www.medicare.gov called “Landscape of Local Plans.” It can help 

you find Medicare prescription drug plans by state and Medicare Advantage 

plans with prescription drug coverage by county. This handy resource lets you 

see the plans in your area that offer drug coverage and it provides information to 

help you find plans that meet your needs based on cost, coverage, and 

convenience.  

 

Using the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan Finder online can help you 

personalize your search for a drug plan. It allows you to compare up to three 

plans at a time side-by-side and determine the one that best fits your needs. You 

will see a list of drug plans in your area sorted by the plan with the lowest total 

cost for the drugs you take now. The Drug Plan Finder can also help you narrow 

down your choices based on deductibles or premiums. By comparing the plans 

side by side you can see what coverage each plan offers and identify plans that 

are accepted by your preferred local pharmacies as well as plans that provide 



 

 

mail-order prescriptions. The Medicare Prescription Drug Plan Finder can also 

help you determine if you qualify for extra help in paying for a Medicare drug 

plan. 

 

You may also arrange to review plan information at a local community resource 

center near you. Call 1-800-MEDICARE for referrals to participating agencies in 

your area that are helping distribute information and answering questions about 

the drug plans.  

  

There are several ways to enroll in the Medicare prescription drug plan. You can 

enroll online at www.medicare.gov, mail in an application form, or call the toll-free 

number 1-800-MEDICARE. 
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